Forty Hill C.E. School S
Computing and Technology Policy

Introduction

Our Vision %

Jesus said “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples.” John 13:34 -35

Following Jesus’s example, we treat each other, our
community, and God’s amazing world with love, respect
and compassion. We aspire to ignite curious minds,
nurture a passion for learning and enable everyone to

experience and share {&fild), (6@ and gaaitee .

Learning and living in Faith, Hope and Service

At Forty Hill CE School, our Computing and IT policy reflects our commitment to following Jesus’s example
of love, respect, and compassion. In a world increasingly reliant on technology, where a significant
percentage of jobs now demand up-to-date IT skills, we recognize the importance of preparing our
students for the future. We aspire to ignite curious minds and nurture a passion for learning while
promoting safe, responsible, and ethical use of technology. As we navigate advances such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), our goal is to empower students with the knowledge to protect themselves online,
contribute positively to the digital world, and embody the values of faith, hope, and service in all their
interactions, both online and offline.

Aims
We teach Computing and Technology in order to develop a digitally literate child as a programmer, coder and able
technician. This means ensuring that the children develop both their skills and their knowledge in the following
ways:
e To understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including
abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation
e To analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer
programs in order to solve such problems
e To evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to
solve problems
e To be responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication technology

Access to a range of technology throughout the primary curriculum will enable pupils to prepare for a rapidly
changing world in which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing
technology. Pupils use technology to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information responsibly,
creatively and without discrimination. Pupils learn how to employ technology to enable rapid access to ideas and
experiences from a wide range of people, communities and cultures. Increased capability in the use of computing
promotes initiative and independent learning. Pupils will be able to make informed judgements about when and
where to use technology to best effect and consider its implications for home and work both now and in the future.

At Forty Hill, we aim to provide all our pupils with a wealth of experience in Computing activities, both in teaching
Computing skills and in using technology to support teaching and learning in a cross curricular way. This policy, in
addition to the School’s Online Safety Policy is intended to provide a clear and agreed framework for the teaching
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of Computing and Technology. It needs to be continually monitored in order to ensure that provision is as effective
as possible.

Computing and Technology in the Wider Curriculum: (See the ‘Teaching and Learning Policy’ on school website)

When teaching Computing and Technology, teachers will:

o always explain the learning objective

e refer to prior learning in order to build on knowledge and skills and ensure progression

¢ often use a key question to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry about the subject and the skill being acquired

e ensure that a range of resources and activities are used to allow each pupil to be an effective learner and
make progress

e use a range of teaching strategies to ensure pupils fully understand what they are learning, how they learn
and how well they are progressing

e ensure that pupils learn in a variety of ways, both in and outside of the classroom

e assess children formatively and summatively throughout and at the end of a unit of work

In learning Computing and Technology pupils will:

¢ Develop Computing capability, in line with the National Curriculum and National standards

e Develop their knowledge of what algorithms are and how they are implemented as programs on digital
devices

e Develop their logical reasoning skills to predict the behaviour of simple programs

e Develop their ability to use technology to support their use of language and communication in other areas
of the curriculum

e Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content

e Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help
and support when they have concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online technologies

Curriculum Organisation:
The children’s experiences have been carefully planned to ensure that their needs are met in each year group,
building on past knowledge, experience and ability.

Pupils are taught:
e How to use a computer safely and sensibly —In line with requirements set out in the Forty Hill Online-Safety
Policy
e Torecognise that a range of technology is used in places such as home and school.
e To select and use technology for particular purposes
e Touse ICTin a cross curricular way to support their learning throughout the Foundation Stage

In addition to the teaching and learning of Computing skills, staff and pupils are expected to use ICT to support work
in many other areas of the curriculum. In every class, staff have access to their own iPad as well as shared access to
IT suite based iPads and a fully functioning ICT Suite to enable the teaching of ICT in other subjects.

Assessment

To assess pupils' progress in Computing and Technology we:
e use national curriculum objectives to inform teacher judgements in Computing which are made termly
e record the judgements on our shared system, Arbor
e ensure work is saved using the systems within PurpleMash to create a log of work

These assessments are accessible by the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher and the subject lead in order to analyse
progress and report on progress and attainment to feedback to Governors. Annual reports to parents will indicate
the child’s progress and attainment in this subject.

Roles and Responsibilities
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The Headteacher, ICT curriculum lead, nominated Computing Governor and all teaching staff have responsibility
for the implementation of this policy and modelling good use of computers and technology. The Senior Leadership
Team, alongside the ICT curriculum lead, is responsible for monitoring the delivery and teaching of Computing
within the school. The Senior Leadership Team and relevant subject co-ordinator will monitor the use of Computing
to support the teaching of other areas of the curriculum.

The ICT curriculum lead has responsibility for purchasing and organising resources, ensuring continuity and
progression, monitoring Computing use in the curriculum, supporting staff and providing or organising in-service
training as appropriate.

Parents are encouraged to take an active role as educators in partnership with the school. To enable parents to
support their children’s development in Computing, we will provide parents with information on how Computing
is taught and suggest how they can help their child at home.

Training for staff
Training and support should offer opportunities for all staff to:
e Use ICT to support their work in the planning, preparation and delivery of teaching and supporting
children’s learning
e Develop their skills and knowledge of Computing
e Use ICT to assist with administration tasks and the recording of children’s attainment
e Use ICT (through use of Arbor and staff emails) to communicate with staff and parents
e Check/update the school online calendar daily to ensure a working knowledge of school events
e Ensure utmost care of pupil data is taken in line with requirements set out in the Online Safety Policy
and our GDPR policy

Access and Organisation of Computing and Technology Resources
All children need to explore the range of technology that is available to them through:
e Wireless internet access in our classrooms and IT suite.
e Interactive whiteboards with range of whole class and individual teaching software in KS2/KS1 and
Foundation Stage
e AnICT Suite containing 31 computers, enabling shared access across KS1, KS2 and Foundation Stage
e Ashared set of school iPads for supporting the creative use of technology across the curriculum
e AniPad for each class for supporting small group teaching
e A central bank of other peripherals such as, webcams, floor robots, stop animation technology, data
loggers and other resources to support the teaching of a range of computing skills.
e Online subscription to online environments such as Purple Mash to support ICT skill development,
ensure thorough curriculum coverage and provide opportunities for cross curricular learning

We aim to continually review our resources and further develop our provision to move Computing forward in school
as new technological developments are made.

Monitoring and Evaluation
To monitor and evaluate Computing and Technology, the subject leader will:
e carry out work and planning scrutinies
e observe lessons through fermal-ebservatien-andfor learning walks
e ensure that the school stays abreast of any changes in national or local expectations
e carry out pupil interviews
e review provision of resources
e support with teaching and learning and CPD

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs and Disability

All children are provided with equal access to the Computing and Technology curriculum. We aim to provide
suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or ability/disability. Every effort must be made by
teachers to ensure that pupils with SEND are enabled to participate as fully and as effectively as possible in
Computing and Technology. Teachers should take specific action to enable the effective participation of all pupils
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through effective planning. Potential areas of difficulty should be identified and addressed at this stage. Technology
can also be used to enhance accessibility- providing an additional method for recording children’s learning or for
children to access particular learning activities.
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